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6,000,000 tons of magnesium, 117,000,000 tons of salt, 94,000,000 tons
of silver, 35,500,000 tons of sulphuric acid, 3,000,000 tons of gold, and
very considerable quantities of bromide and iodine.
CORALS   TO   WARD  OFF   EVIL
Among the sea's treasures are corals. It used to be thought that the
living creatures became petrified when touched. They are worn in
some parts of India as a protection against storms, lightning and ghosts;
and in Rome they are hung round children's necks to ward off evil
spells. The ancient Gauls adorned their weapons with coral.
Beginning life as little creatures hatched from eggs and at liberty to
go here, there and everywhere, most corals soon lose their power of
freedom and attach themselves to a colony. Then they begin to build
a skeleton with secretions of lime. More polyps form, and gradually
the whole mass may become a vast collection such as the Great Barrier
Reef, off the north-eastern coast of Australia, which is over 1,000 miles
long and varies from ten feet to ninety miles in breadth.
Corals take many shapes, some resembling fans, others gnarled
trees, organ pipes, stags* horns, and the underside of a mushroom. The
species most sought after for ornamental purposes live mainly in the
Mediterranean.
PEARLS  OF   GREAT   PRICE
Many of the finest pearls are found near the Bahrein Islands, in the
Persian Gulf, though beautiful specimens are recovered in the Torres
Straits, between Australia and New Guinea, the Pearl and Hermes
reefs in the Pacific, so called because two British ships of that name went
aground on them in 1822, the Spice Islands, Ceylon and elsewhere. It
being difficult to trace the existence of a pearl in a fresh oyster, it is usual
to allow the animal to decompose before an attempt is made at discovery.
The iridescence for which the gem is noted, and which alone makes
it valuable, is no more than skin deep. If the tiny wrinkles and folds,
spaced at about one fifty-thousandth of an inch apart, which cause the
effect, are removed, nothing remains but limestone. Benvenuto Cellini,
the Italian goldsmith and sculptor, who lived in the i6th century,
avowed that "Pearls are not gems but fishes' homes, which in the
course of time must lose their lustre."
In ancient Rome, pearls first became known through the victory of
Pompey over Mithradates VI, in the ist century B.C. Walls were inlaid
with pearls. The Servilia pearl, given by Qesar to Brutus *s mother,
was worth over ^35,000 in present-day money. No less than ^64,000
was given for a pearl by the Shah of Persia in 1633. Nine pearls grown
together and forming a perfect cross were found off Roeburn, Western
Australia, in 1874. Of world fame are the half-black pearls in the
treasury at Munich, and the pearl necklace which Anne of Austria
brought with her to France as a dowry and which Louis XV gave to
Marie Antoinette.